Touching our world with practical acts of God’s love.
SEVEN JOURNEYS TO TIBET
A short timeline by Jack Lankhorst

W

hile praying with John Rusk (then FMI Africa) about going to a people group who are
unreached/unengaged, we decided on The Tibet Autonomous Region of China. Our plan
was to spend time at Mt. Kailash, the holiest mountain for several religions, while the Tibetans
were doing the Kora, a holy pilgrimage. But our plans were adjusted.
Here are a few highlights of our seven visits to Tibet, the Tibet Autonomous Region of
China. Scan the QR code to view photos at Purefotography.blogspot.com.

1. Seven Trips to the Tibet Autonomous Region of China
The first team consisted of Jack Lankhorst, Corey Grinder, Chad Eisenhart, and Joe Uribe. On this
exploratory trip we asked God to show us the “person of peace” (Luke 10:5-9; John 4) and future
activities in Tibet.
During the other trips we went in through my non profit organization, RestoringTouch
(www.rtinc.org), distributing LuminAID solar lights and LifeStraw water filters. By our repeated
visits to the same areas over the next seven years we were able to develop deeper relationships.
When we go to Tibet we use the same organization (ChinaDiscovery.com) for our
travel plans. To enter The Tibet Autonomous Region of China seven permits are
required, a China approved tour guide, vehicle and driver. Click QR code to view an
article about us on their website.

Each time we returned from Tibet we would spend 2 days in Beijing and prayer walk around
Tiananmen Square. This was done with extreme caution!

Seven Journeys to the Tibet Autonomous Region of China

1

Our focus in Tibet were the people living in Lhasa (the
capital), the surrounding villages. Tibetans at the Karo La
Glacier, and various significant Buddhist Monasteries to bring
give lights to the monks. We also established a special
relationship with the people living at the Karo La Glacier and
the farmers of Gyantse in the southern part of the TAR (250
miles from the first Everest Base Camp!).
During our visits to Lhasa we would join the Buddhists in their
Kora, the clockwise walk around sacred buildings and areas
such as the Jokhang Temple, considered the “spiritual heart of
the city” and the most sacred in Tibet. We had the privilege on
several occasions to pray inside the holiest room and turn the
massive prayer drum. Another place of prayer was between the
Bon burners in the Jokhang Temple Square and around the
Potala Palace.
We developed a very significant relationship with the monks of
the old and important Muru Temple in Lhasa. Once a year at
least 2,000 Buddhists crowd into the temple and pray for 40
days. During two of our visits we paid for all the lunch meals —
2,000 people for 40 days. God provided!! To show their great
appreciation the Monks placed two yak butter lamps in the
Temple for us, a very high honor.
One of our guides, Dolma, who grew up in the Muru Temple, was a devout Buddhist but very
interested in our Christian beliefs. We were quickly embraced by her entire family! We trained her
to do what we do — to give unconditionally — and, after we left, she distributed solar lights to
several areas such as the monks in the Drak Yerpa cave monastery.
The seventh trip became a serious challenge as China wanted to confiscate all of our solar lights,
supplies, etc. We also began to see the great increase of military equipment being brought into
Lhasa by rail from Beijing. Lhasa had become a strategic military city with over fifteen military
bases with tanks, and weaponry. A very real cultural genocide is occurring in Tibet as China is
aggressively stamping out Tibetan writing, culture, and religion. Tibetans now require
government permission to leave their towns!
Our seven trips to the Tibet Autonomous Region of China has branched into our involvement
with Fiona’s work and who is also connected with a Tibetan organization assisting and training
Tibetans who are being “relocated” in the Qinghai/Xining and Yushu region. We have been able to
provide three large water filters and solar lights for three villages.

2. Dharamsala, India
A few years ago I connected with Namgyal, a Tibetan minister in Nepal who introduced me to a
former Tibetan monk, Lobsang, in Dharamsala, India. Lobsang fled Tibet after he miraculously
became a follower of Christ.
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During our first visit to Dharamsala, we deeply connected with Lobsang who would become a very
important partner in the Tibetan ministry. He brought us into his part in the new Tibetan Bible
translation!
While there we assisted Yeshi and Tibet World. Through Yeshi’s relationship with the
Dalai Lama, we were able to presented the Dalai Lama with a flask of water from the
holy lake Yamdrok in Tibet. (Scan the QR code to read the letter from the Dalai Lama)
Then, during our second visit to Dharamsala, I had been given the honor of meeting the Dalai
Lama, However, that morning I received an email telling me that unforeseen circumstances had
called him away. Instead I met with Chhime, his secretary, for an hour and presented him gifts for
the Dalai Lama including a very unusual piece of clay with Sanskrit lettering.
At the end of the seventh trip to Tibet our first guide, Lhakdon,
met with us in Lhasa and gave me a small piece of clay with
Sanskrit writing stamped on it. She said it belonged to the Dalai
Lama, who fled in 1959 to Dharamsala, India. I was to give this
to him if I ever had the opportunity to see him. I gave this to
Chhime who took it to an older monk. When he returned he said
that I had brought a treasure for His holiness which should
never have left the Dalai Lama’s possessions!

3. The new Modern Tibetan Bible (MTB Version)
During our first of seven trips to the Tibet Autonomous Region of China we asked God to show us
the “person of Peace.” Little did we know that years later we would be involved in introducing a
new Bible to Tibetans in their language!
Over the past few years we’ve been in relationship with Tibetan
believers who have translated the Bible into the current Tibetan
language. The team of translators live in Amdo, China
(Kunsang) and Dharamsala, India (Lobsang). Kunsang, a
former Tibetan monk, along with 8 other Chinese and Tibetan
Christians, is the main translator. Lobsang, also a former
Tibetan monk, did the editing with 2 other Tibetans.
While in Delhi, India on a return flight we met Kunsang, the
main translator, and dedicated the Bible to God. Shortly after
that Kunsang was imprisoned by the Chinese for several
months.
After two years of praying — with spiritual warfare! — we
settled on the Advent Publications Network in South Korea. In
the meantime, using the documents from Lobsang, Bob Hunt
and FMP printed New Testaments.
We have printed 1,000 Bibles (Old and New Testament) and half have been shipped in several
packages to Delhi, India and Katmandu, Nepal. God has miraculously provided all the funds
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(and more) for the printing and the shipping! We are planning to
print more soon!
The remaining 500 are kept at the publishers location because
Kunsang, the main translator, has now been imprisoned by China
twice. Several boxes have also been shipped to our contact in
Katmandu, Nepal.
We have also printed a special presentation Bible with an
engraving on the front cover, “To His Holiness, the 14th Dalai Lama
of Tibet.” Lobsang and I will present this to His Holiness, the Dalai
Lama, during our next visit there in January 2023.

4. Tibetans in the Changtang and Qinghai
We partner with Lobsang’s ministry to the Tibetan nomads in the
Chang Thang and have provided much needed supplies. As well,
we’ve provided a portable projector he uses to show the “Jesus
Film” in Tibetan! Lobsang has also begun distributing the Bibles to
Tibetans in India and in the Changtang to the nomadic leaders who
have heard the Gospel message from him.
We also partner with Fiona (Lhasa) and Wuzhi (Paris and Qinghai)
to provide solar lights and large water filters for Tibetan villages in
Yushu, Qinghai Province, China. We’ve already placed LifeStraw
Community filters for three villages! And more will come!
We are overwhelmingly blessed to be a part of the Modern Tibetan
Bible project whose fruit will continue long past our lifetime! Your
faithful prayer will bring salvation to countless Tibetans!

Jack Lankhorst
Christian Life Center, A Foursquare Church
9085 California Avenue, Riverside, CA 92503
www.DiscipleshipDevelopment.org | www.rtinc.org
951-660-9379 | RestoringTouch@yahoo.com
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