Effective discipleship through academics, service and missions

Part 1 - KNOWING GOD
1. Jeremiah 9:23-24 “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength
or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and
knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in
these I delight,” declares the LORD.
2. Hebrews 1:1-3 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by
the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the
express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by
Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,… (Colossians 1:15-18)
3. Knowing about God does not insure that know Him. People can know a lot about God but
really not have a personal relationship with Him. In fact, we can know a lot about righteousness, His
Word, etc. and yet still be void of a personal relationship. Knowing God and His Character is more
essential for the Christian than anything else! It was the prayer of Jesus in John 17:3, Now this is
eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
 We will experience God only in proportion to our knowledge of Him (John 8:19; 14:9-14).
4. Another way of stating it is that people who know their God will display strength and take action.
 They are strong and have a special energy for God (Daniel 11:32)
 They have a different way of thinking about life (Daniel 4:37; 2 Timothy 1:7)
 They have a boldness for Him (Daniel 3:16-18; Proverbs 28:1)
 They have a peace that supersedes what happens to them (Isaiah 26:3)
GOD REVEALS HIS NAME TO MOSES
1. As God spoke out of the burning bush (Exodus 3:13-16) and revealed to Moses that he was to
deliver the Israelites out of the bondage of Egypt, Moses asked, “...when I come to the children of
Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is
His name?’ what shall I say to them?”
2. God’s reply was, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I
AM has sent me to you.’” Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of
Israel: ‘The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has sent me to you. This is My Name forever,...’”
3. The Name of the Lord is a __________________________ of His character. There are dozens of
Names associated with the Lord in the Old and New Testaments that all reveal an aspect of God’s
Character and His goodness.
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4. The Name of the LORD is also a __________________ of His commitment to His people.
 Psalm 9:10 Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, LORD, have not forsaken
those who seek you.
 Psalm 20:7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will remember (trust in) the
name of the LORD our God.
 Psalms 113:1-3 ...From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the LORD’s Name is to
be praised.
 Psalms 138:2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your Name for your
love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your Name and your word.
 Proverbs 18:10 The Name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.
 Matthew 6:9 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Y our Name.
A FEW OF THE OLD TESTAMENT NAMES OF GOD
1. ELOHIM, the Creator, Covenant God | Genesis 1:1 and throughout the Old Testament.
2. EL-SHADDAI, the Mighty God and the source of life | Genesis 17:1-2 and throughout the Old
Testament.
3. ADONAI, our Perfect Master | Genesis 15:1-8; Daniel 9:3-19; Malachi 1:6.
4. JEHOVAH, the God of Holiness, Righteousness and Love | Exodus 6:2-3 and throughout the Old
Testament.
5. JEHOVAH-JIREH, the Lord our Salvation and Provider | Genesis 22:1-9.
6. JEHOVAH-ROPHE, the Lord our Healer | Genesis 15:22-27.

7. JEHOVAH-NISSI, the Lord our Banner, our victory over death and every work of the devil |
Exodus 17:8-16.
8. JEHOVAH-SABAOTH, the Lord of Hosts and our Victorious God | 1 Samuel 17:45; Haggai 2:4-9,
23.
9. JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH, the Lord our Sanctifier | Leviticus 20:8.
10. JEHOVAH-SHALOM, the Lord our Peace | Judges 6:1-24.
11. JEHOVAH-ROHI, the Lord our Shepherd | Psalm 23.
12. JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU, the Lord our Righteousness | Jeremiah 23:5-6.
13. EL ELYON, Most High God, King of Kings and Lord of Lords | Genesis 14:22; Daniel 4:34-35.
14. EL OLAM, the everlasting, unchanging God | Genesis 21:33.
15. JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH, the Lord who is there | Ezekiel 48:35.
TWO ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
1. His ______________________________ Attributes, those characteristics only He possesses.
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2. His ___________________ Attributes, those which deal with His Character and Nature.
GOD’S ABSOLUTE ATTRIBUTES
1. God is Self-Existent. God is the absolute Source of all life and the Eternal Living God, not
dependent on anything outside of Himself!
 John 5:26; Colossians 1:15-17
2. God is Immutable. He does not change!
 1 Kings 8:56; Malachi 3:6; James 1:17; Hebrews 13:8
3. God is Eternal. God has always existed and will forever exist!
 Psalm 90:2; 1 Timothy 1:17
4. God is __________________________ He is everywhere at the same time.
 Jeremiah 23:23-24; Psalm 139:1-12; Matthew 28:20
5. God is __________________________ He is all-knowing.
 Psalm 139:1-4; 2 Kings 4:20-27; Acts 5:1-11; Ephesians 3:9-11
6. God is __________________________ He is all-Powerful. He measures the oceans in His hands
and the universe in His span.
 Jeremiah 32:17; Isaiah 40:15; Daniel 4:35
7. God is __________________________ He exercises supreme authority over all of creation.
 Psalm 103:19; Malachi 1:6; Ephesians 1:4-5; Romans 10-11
GOD’S MORAL ATTRIBUTES
1. God is _____________________ (Leviticus 11:44-45; Isaiah 6:1-5)
 Both the Hebrew (Quadosh) and Greek (Hagios) define Holy as that which belongs to and is
reserved for God and anything that pertains to Him, pure, free from defilement or contamination
of sin, and worthy of God.


When applied in reference to man, the primary meaning is dedication and consecration, the
quality of being separated to God while in the world.



In the New Testament the quality of Holiness emphasizes more the inward purity and separation
from the world. (2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 Peter 1:15-16; Hebrews 12:10-11)

2. God is _____________________ (Genesis 18:25; Deuteronomy 32:4; Romans 3:25-26)
 The Hebrew word is “Tsedek,” meaning Rightness, Straightness, Justice of a judge, a King and
God’s Rightness in punishing the wicked, avenging, delivering, or rewarding the righteous.


He is called a Rock five times in Deuteronomy 32. God’s Righteousness never changes, His
Justice cannot fail, and He is completely faithful in dealing with His people according to His
Nature and His Law and Covenants without partiality. (Deuteronomy 1:17; 2 Chronicles 19:7)



In the New Testament the Greek word for “justification,” related to “justice” and
“righteousness,” means to declare as innocent or righteous when we come to Christ. (Genesis
15:6; Romans 3:21-26, 5:1)

3. God is ______________ (1 John 4:8-11, 16)
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In Exodus 34:6-7 we see that God’s Attributes can be summed up in Holiness and Love.



In Deuteronomy 7:6-8 God expresses His love based upon His Covenant with Israel.

4. God is _________________ (John 1:14, 14:6; Titus 1:2)
 His Word is Truth. It is the true revelation of His Nature, His will for mankind, and His plan of
salvation. (Psalm 119:89; John 17:17) Because God is True, He is faithful to keep all His
promises. (Numbers 23:19-20; Joshua 23:14)
5. To more fully understand God we must develop a relationship with Jesus Christ who is the Perfect
image of God in human form.


John 14:8-9 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father,...” Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father.” (Hebrews 1:1-4)

THE FOURFOLD MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST
Suggested Reading



The Vine and the Branches: A History of the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel by
Nathaniel M. Van Cleave
This Is That: Personal Experiences, Sermons and Writings of Aimee Semple McPherson

1. Jesus Christ is our _________________ (Red, Cross)
A. We believe Jesus our Savior is co-existent and co-eternal with God. He was conceived by the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He took upon Himself the form of man and bore our
sins on the cross. There He provided forgiveness for sin, He rose from the grave the third day
and ascended back to Heaven where He is seated at the right hand of God. Today Christ serves
as Mediator between God and man and makes intercession for us. — The International Church
of the Foursquare Gospel.
B. Isaiah 53:5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the
chastisement for our peace was upon Him...
 Also Romans 1:2-11; Hebrews 7:25
2. Jesus Christ is our ______________________ with the Holy Spirit (Yellow, Dove)
A. We believe the Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Godhead, is Omnipotent and Omnipresent.
The Holy Spirit convicts of sin and righteousness, draws sinners to the Savior, rebukes, pleads
and searches out the hearts of mankind. He comforts, guides, teaches, baptizes and endues with
power. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a promise from Jesus to endue believers with power, to
glorify and exalt the Lord Jesus, to give inspired utterance in witnessing of Him, to foster the
spirit of prayer and to equip the individual and the church for soul-winning. —
The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel
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B. Acts 1:5, 8 For John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit...
you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
 John 14:16-17; Acts 2:4, 8:17, 10:44-46; 1 Corinthians 3:16
3. Jesus Christ is our ________________ (Blue, Cup)
A. We believe that Divine Healing is the power of Jesus Christ to heal the sick and the afflicted in
answer to believing prayer; that He who is the same yesterday, and today and forever has never
changed but is still an all-sufficient help in the time of trouble, able to meet the needs of, and
quicken into newness of life, the body, as well as the soul and spirit, in answer to the faith of
them who ever pray with submission to His divine and sovereign will. — The International
Church of the Foursquare Gospel

B. Matthew 8:17 He Himself took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses...
 Matthew 9:5-6; Mark 16:17-18; Luke 4:18; Acts 4:29-30; James 5:15
4. Jesus Christ is our Soon-Coming _______________________ (Purple, Crown)
A. We believe Jesus, our King, will come again. This Second Coming of Christ is a promise given
by Jesus Himself for believers who are prepared for His coming. It includes the rapture, the
revelation and ascension into Heaven. His coming will bring together both the “dead in Christ”
and those who are alive and will be followed by the Great Tribulation and Millennium. — The
International Church of the Foursquare Gospel
B. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout... the
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
 Matthew 24

ASSIGNMENT
1. Go to our website, DiscipleshipDevelopment.org and click the Discipleship Foundation tab
(bookmark it). Under Part 1 read:
 Memorizing & Meditating on Scripture
 Jesus Christ our Savior, Baptizer, Healer and Soon-Coming King (Expanded version)
 Addendum: The Blood Covenant
2. Daily devotions (prayer, Bible reading, etc.)

3. Memorize Jeremiah 9:23 “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty
man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of
this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises loving-kindness,
justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the LORD.
4. Connect with your accountability partner(s) at least once this week, preferably face to face
or by phone
5. Fill out the Weekly Timesheet daily
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ANSWERS - KNOWING GOD
declaration
promise
absolute
moral
Omni-Present
Omniscient
Omnipotent
Sovereign
Holy
Righteous
Love
Truth
Savior

Baptizer
Healer
King
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WEEKLY TIME SHEET

...redeeming the time... Ephesians 5:16

1. Name _______________________________________________ Date _______________________
2. My accountability partners are _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Write the assigned Scripture memory verse from memory below before class. (Journal on the back,
be brief and specific.)

4. Comments

Check each box below as you do the activity for that day.
ACTIVITIES

SAT

SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THU

FRI

Personal prayer time
Bible reading & journaling
Lesson reading
Fasting
Scripture memorization
Sunday AM & Wednesday PM
Accountability meeting
Volunteer service (specify below)

I’ve invited a new person to church
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