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Life is a journey and your purpose statement is your map.  Stephen Covey 

 

 

WRITING YOUR LIFE PURPOSE STATEMENT 
  

Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision (redemptive revelation of God), the people perish; (AMP)   

If people can’t see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; (MSG) 
 

Habakkuk 2:2-4 Then the Lord answered me and said: “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that 

he may run who reads it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, and it 

will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry…. the just shall live 

by his faith.” 
 

There are two great days in a person’s life: the day we are born and the day we discover why (Barclay). 

The goal of this workshop is to begin the lifelong process of discovering and living God’s purpose.  It is 

not meant to be written once and then carved into stone. It will develop and change as you set aside time 

each year to make the necessary adjustments. 

 

FOUR EXAMPLES FROM SCRIPTURE 
 

1. Abraham in Genesis 12:2-3 ...and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. 
 

2. Joseph in Genesis 37:1-11, 50:19-21 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  
 

3. Jeremiah in Jeremiah 1:4-5 ...before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to 

the nations.  
 

4. Paul in Acts 9:15-16 This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and 

their kings...  

 

THREE CHARACTERISTICS THAT REVEAL HOW GOD CREATED US  
 

Understanding our passion, spiritual gifts and personal style or personality. 

 

1. PASSION indicates WHERE I want to make a significant impact. If you can’t figure out your 

purpose, figure out your passion. Your passion will lead you right into your purpose.  
 

A. Identify the things that are of great importance to you.  What we are passionate about usually 

centers around a people group or a social issue.   
 

 In the examples below circle any that may tug at your heart. 
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People 
 

Infants 

Youth 

Teen moms 

Single parents 

College students 

Divorced 

Widowed 

Career women 

Young marrieds 

Empty nesters 

Men 

Elderly 

Hospitalized 

Disabled 

Poor 

Refugees 

Homeless 

Unreached 

Gangs

Other… 

 
Social 
 

Environment 

Child care 

Discipleship 

AIDS 

Immigration 

Politics 

Racism 

Education 

Addictions 

Human trafficking  

Literacy 

The local church 

Poverty 

Family 

Abortion 

Hunger 

Reaching the lost 

Missions

Other… 

 
B. At the end of your life you have peace knowing that you’d done something about… 

 

 

 

C. Based on the information above, where do you think you would you make the most significant 

contribution? 
  

 

 

 

2. SPIRITUAL GIFTS indicate WHAT I do best. Spiritual gifts are abilities given by the Holy Spirit to 

every believer according to His purpose for the strengthening and building up of the Church.  
 

A. 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 

There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, 

but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 

 There are different kinds of gifts (Charisma: Joyful ability given to each believer). 

 There are different kinds of service (Diakonia: Serving through our gifts). 

 There are different kinds of dynamics (Energema: The result produced in the lives of others 

as we serve with our gifts). 
 

B. Spiritual gifts can be found in Romans 12:1-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-12, 27-30; Ephesians 4:11-13 

and 1 Peter 4:9-11. Below are the definitions of gifts found in the New Testament.  
 

 Circle four (4) that seem relevant to you and write them at the end of the list. 
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Administration: The ability to plan and 

execute procedures that accomplish 

goals. 

Apostleship: The ability to start and 

oversee the development of new 

ministries. 

Craftsmanship: The ability to 

creatively design and/or construct items 

to be used for ministry or other 

purposes. 

Creative Communication: The ability 

to communicate God’s truth through a 

variety of art forms. 

Discernment: The ability to distinguish 

between truth and error. It is able to 

discern the spirits, differentiating 

between good and evil, right and wrong. 

Encouragement: The ability to present 

truth so as to strengthen, comfort and 

urge to action those who are 

discouraged or wavering in their faith. 

Evangelism: The ability to effectively 

communicate the gospel to unbelievers 

so they respond in faith and move 

toward discipleship. 

Faith: The ability act on God’s 

promises with confidence and 

unwavering belief in God’s ability to 

fulfill His purposes. 

Giving: The ability to contribute money 

and resources with cheerfulness and 

liberality. 

Healing: The ability to be God’s means 

for restoring people to wholeness. 

Helps: The ability to accomplish 

practical and necessary tasks which free 

up, support, and meet the needs of 

others. 

Hospitality: The ability to care for 

people by providing fellowship, food, 

and shelter. 

Intercession: The ability to consistently 

pray on behalf of and for others, seeing 

frequent and specific results. 

Interpretation: The ability to interpret a 

public message spoken in tongues. 

Leadership: The ability to cast vision, 

motivate, and direct people to 

harmoniously accomplish the purposes 

of God. 

Mercy: The ability to cheerfully and 

practically help those who are suffering 

or in need, having compassion that is 

moved to action. 

Miracles: The ability to authenticate the 

ministry and message of God through 

supernatural interventions which glorify 

him. 

Prophecy: The ability to reveal truth 

and proclaim it in a timely and relevant 

manner for understanding, correction, 

repentance, or edification. There may be 

immediate or future implications. 

Shepherding: The ability to nurture, 

care for, and guide people toward 

ongoing spiritual maturity and becoming 

like Christ. 

Teaching: The ability to understand, 

clearly explain, and apply the Word of 

God, causing greater Christlikeness in 

the lives of listeners. 

Tongues: The ability to receive and 

speak a message from God in public 

worship setting in an unknown 

language. This unusually functions with 

the gift of interpretation.  

Word of Knowledge: The ability to 

bring truth to the body through a 

revelation or Biblical insight. 

Word of Wisdom: The ability to 

effectively apply spiritual truth to meet a 

need in a specific situation. 

 

My four spiritual gifts 
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3. PERSONAL STYLE (our personality) indicates HOW I will serve.  Your personal style indicates 

the way you relate to tasks and to people and to the way you are organized and energized. 
 

 Circle the ones that may apply to you 

 
Task / People 

Advancing a cause Creating community 

Focus on the goal Focus on relationships 
Meeting a deadline Maintaining the team 
I place a higher value on action I place a higher value on communication 
 

Organized / Energized 
I am spontaneous I follow a set plan 
I prefer projects that have variety I prefer projects that have routine 
I prefer activities that are short term I prefer activities that are long term 
 

Three types of service Circle the ones that may apply to you 
 

 Long term, ongoing  These ministries meet regularly and are organized to meet ongoing needs 
within the body.  

 

 Short term, projects  These ministries are called together to meet special needs that arise in 
the Church. Service is rendered until the task is completed.    

 

 Spontaneous  These opportunities are made available by the prompting of the Holy Spirit. 
 

List your strengths (tasks and/or people) 

 

 

WRITE IT DOWN | Habakkuk 2:2-4 
 

On page 5, write out the following information. 

 

1. Your passion, spiritual gifts and personal style. 

  

2. The significant contributions you want to make in your life, the world and the Kingdom of God. It 

defines the legacy you want to leave. 

  

4. Using all that information write a simple, basic purpose statement that is no longer than a paragraph. 

This will take some time to write and rewrite it. 

 

5. The largest obstacle you need to overcome to begin this journey. 

 

6. Identify the short and long term goals you need to set for yourself to make your purpose in life a 

reality. 

 
 

 

 

Summary:  

If you can’t figure out your purpose, figure out your passion. Your passion will lead you  

right into your purpose. To identify your passion ask yourself this question:  

If I had all the necessary resources at my disposal, and could not fail, what would I do  

to make the world a better place? Now begin to point your life in that direction 
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MY PASSION 

 

 

 

MY FOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

 

 

 

MY PERSONAL STYLE 

 

 

 

WHAT DO I REALLY WANT TO DO?  These are the significant contributions you want to make in 

your life, the world and the Kingdom of God. It defines the legacy you want to leave. 

 

 

  

MY BASIC PURPOSE STATEMENT This needs to be as concise and short as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOALS 

 

1. What is the largest obstacle I need to overcome in order to begin this journey? 

 

 

 

2. What is my immediate goal? 

 

 

 

3. What is my long term goal? 

 


