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Redeeming the Time  
 
Ephesians 5:15-18 (NKJ)  See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as 
wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be 
unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with 
wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,… 
 
Ephesians 5:15-18 (NIV)  Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as 
wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is… 
 
1. Ephesians 5:10 says that we are to find out what pleases the Lord. This requires three things: 

 

A. An active, participative relationship with the Lord (in “real time”). 
 

B. An exposure to God’s Word. 
 

C. Influenced by His Holy Spirit (“under the influence of the Spirit, not spirits!).   
 

D. How much time do you spend sitting quietly in His Presence? 
 
2. We are to make the most of our time.   

 

 A. “Redeeming the time” is the Greek word, “exagorazo,” meaning to ransom, rescue from loss, 
to redeem, to buy back.  We are to buy up, to buy all that is to be bought, and not to allow 
the moment (opportunity) to pass us by but to make it our own. 

 

B. Seize and use every ounce of the opportunity because it will not come again! 
 

3. Opportunity is the Greek word “kairos” meaning season, an opportune time. It is not merely the 
passing of minutes (chronos).  It is a time when conditions are right for the accomplishment of a 
crucial action, the opportune and decisive moment. 

   
4. Every season is an opportunity and opportunities may be surrounded by many options.   

 

A. In Ephesians 5:15, “circumspectly” is the Greek word “akribos” meaning diligently, 
accurately, specific, because God’s purpose is at stake and because Satan also has a plan to 
take opportunity of our season to do his will. 

 

B. How important are my decisions among these options?  
 
5. Ecclesiastes 3 To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under the heaven...  
 
6. Part of “redeeming the time” is to understand the season we are in and to know what we should 

do (1 Chronicles 12:32, the men of Issachar understood the times and knew what Israel was to 
do).   
 

A. God always has a purpose for the seasons of our life. Can you identify the season you are in? 
Is it a time to plant or uproot? (vs. 2) Is it a time to keep or throw away? (vs. 6) 

 

B. Are you praying to be delivered OUT of this season? If He isn’t delivering you, what is God 
wanting you to learn or do in this season? 

 

C.  What must you do in this season to be able to redeem crowded, lost or wasted time to be 
able to fulfill God’s plan for your life? 


