
But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light;… (1 Peter 1:9) 

 INTRODUCTION 
 
1. 1 Peter is a General Epistle (Letter) and was written to the scattered people of God (and all 

believers in general). The author is Peter who wrote it about 60 A.D. through Silvanus, or Silas, 
who was one of Paul’s companions (Acts 15:22, 16:25, etc.).  Peer knew what it would take to 
endure and stand firm without bitterness and living an obedient, faith filled victorious life. The 
letter’s purpose was to encourage suffering and persecuted Christians through faith in Christ, 
our Model.   

 
2. Jesus’ prophetic words to Peter. 

 Luke 22:31-32  And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he 
may sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when 
you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.”   

 John 21:15-17  ...Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep.” 
 
3. Key Verses: 1 Peter 1:3; 2:9; 2:24 

 1 Peter 5:8-9 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know 
that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

 
OUR HOPE - SPIRITUAL SOURCE & FOUNDATION OF STRENGTH 
 
1. Our inheritance is kept in Heaven by God’s power. 

 1:3-9 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant 
mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved 
in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time... 

 
2. Our redemption affects our lifestyle. 

 1:13-19 ...but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is 
written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”... 

 
3. We are a chosen people and a royal priesthood. 

 2:9-10  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not 
obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.  
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OUR BEHAVIOR—LIVING IN THE MIDST OF SUFFERING 
 
1. Christ’s example in suffering. 

 2:21-25  ...who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not 
threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in 
His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose 
stripes you were healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 
2. Our lifestyle in the world. 

 2:11-3:18  Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the 
day of visitation… 

 
3. Suffering for the glory of God. 

 12-19  Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of 
Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If 
you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you… Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in this matter… 

 
OUR MINISTRY - SHEPHERDING GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
1. Peter’s exhortation to the shepherds/leaders of God’s people. 

 5:1-4  The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: Shepherd the flock 
of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for 
dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of 
glory that does not fade away.  

 
2. Submit to God and resist the Devil, the source of suffering & persecution. 

 5:6-9   Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in 
due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced 
by your brotherhood in the world.  

 
3. Peter’s closing encouragement to scattered people of God. 

 5:10-11  But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.  To Him be the glory 
and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

 
Questions:  

 How does 1 Peter speak to your own life today?  
 Are you ready to endure true suffering without bitterness and continue to hope in Christ?  
 Is your vision and hope firmly set on Christ and our Eternal future? 


